HCI5 Lab Exercise - Collaborative Design Exercise

You are to design a user interface prototype for an on-line estate agents database in groups of 3. However you will not be working face-to-face but instead you will use MS Netmeeting and you not be able to sit next to your collaborators in the lab.

The application will have the following structure 

· Opening splash screen

· Screen where user can enter details of property they are interested in buying. Assume all properties are in your local town or city. The user should be able to enter property type, number of bedrooms and price range. It should be possible for the user to edit any of the selections before hitting a 'search' button

· Screen which displays a list of properties ('hits') matching the specification. This will include the address and the price and possibly a thumbnail picture, ordered in a suitable way. Think how you will display these if there are more than can fit on one screen. Think also how you will display no hits (no properties match the search criteria). The user should be able to select one of the properties from the list and display details of that property.

· Screen(s) which display details of the selected property, including pictures, descriptions of features and rooms

Think how the user will navigate between the pages i.e. how the user will move between pages. Clearly the user needs to be able to go from the detailed description of one property back to the list of 'hits' to be able to select another property to view

For you to do

Your group should produce a story board showing the design of the user interface using Netmeeting

During this exercise, think particularly about what aspects of the collaborative task are more difficult with NetMeeting than if you had all worked around a table face to face.

Prepare a brief report (1 -2 pages) summarising your experiences.  

