HCI3 Tut – Designing structure

In this tutorial we will look at defining information relating to a specific topic, examining how this information can be structured and the mapping between structure and navigation at the user interface. Before this tutorial, ensure you have read Rule 3 ‘Let the information drive the design’ of Mary Jones’ paper on World Wide Web Design.

The topic we will look in the Department or School that you are currently studying in. Imagine we wish to build a web-site or a standalone multi-media presentation to promote the courses/programmes offered.

1) Make a list of those things that were important to you when you made your choice of where to study. Put these into an approximate rank order.

2) Make a list of who the users of the site will be and identify the information of each group (consider for example parents). Identify the style of presentation that would appeal to each group.

3) Build a concept map of the total information and identify links between related items of information

4) Write each item of information onto a piece of paper. Arrange the pieces of paper into natural groups (see Jones section 4.1.2)

5) Produce a structure chart for the site showing pages and navigation links between these.

